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Dedication

To all those beautiful souls out there who are suffering and
afflicted through personal circumstances. May the blessings
of God inspire and strengthen you as you work through this
book.
Amen
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Forward
Finding God in a storm was originally written around 10 years
ago for people who were going through a hard time facing
depression, bereavement and loss. The book as it is today was
independently produced. Only around 6 or 7 copies were
produced due to the production costs and impracticability of
the costings of the book. The technology that we now take for
granted now was simply not available. Printing on demand
was still out of most Authors reach and as an independent
author to print out in colour was an extremely expensive task.
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So I let the book go into a deep sleep. It sank into obscurity
waiting patiently for the digital age to descend in full. With the
arrival of the kindle and other ebook readers I was able to not
only produce the book at a price which was at a marketable rate
but also present the images as they were intended to be shown.
Beautiful, crisp and sharp. In the original book I had kept the
writings to the bare minimum. The reasoning behind this was to
remove the burden of reading loads of text particularly when
your feeling down and depressed. A picture or image speaks a
thousand words within a blink of an eye. I have
largely
maintained this principle in the second edition but with certain
images I have expanded the explanation to give you the reader
pause for personal reflection, and quiet time with the Lord.
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All of the images have been digitally remastered and new
illustrations have been added.
It is my hope that the book will help to energize and inspire
your personal walk with God and help you to feel better
about your situation to inspire you in your christian life.

MAGGI O

How to read this book

The book is divided into stand alone themes which are short
meditations and reflections. The book is designed to be read slowly so
that you have time to reflect, rest and pray about your situation. You
can read a new theme daily, weekly or however you feel led. whatever
method you decide to use remember to pause and take your time and
use the scriptural passages to help you remain focused and strong.
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"It might
look like
rubbish"

Life may look and feel like rubbish sometimes, but that
doesn't mean it necessarily is!
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Life sometimes might look like rubbish but in every negative
situation, there is always a rainbow somewhere on the horizon. It's
just that sometimes it doesn't always appear when we want it to and
we don't always recognize it when we see it. In times like these it's
important to hang on to God's word by finding encouraging
passages to meditate on.
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You might want to try typing in bible words of encouragement in
google or obtain a book of God's promises. Alternatively
www.biblegateway.com is a brilliant site for finding bible reading
plans, devotionals and for looking up passages. UCB 's word for
today is another excellent source and is now available online
and can be found at http://www.ucb.co.uk/word-for-today.html .

FINDING GOD IN A STORM

Crown of
thorns!
Life can sometimes feel like
a crown of thorns digging
and pulling us down in our
lives, towns, cities and
villages but the love and
sacrifice of Jesus remains
constant.
A halo in times of trouble.
We can depend on him!
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Once again you will have compassion on us. You will trample our sins under
your feet and throw them into the depths of the ocean! You will show us your
faithfulness and unfailing love as you promised to our ancestors Abraham and
Jacob long ago. Micah 7 v 19-20

When we are at our lowest and are feeling overwhelmed by our
personal circumstances. It's important for us to remember that just as
our sins have been thrown into the depths of the sea or the sea of
forgetfulness. Jesus has also not forgotten us and has sworn to be with
us each and everyday of our lives. Even if our world appears to be falling
apart through personal circumstances. Jesus still cares and we need to
hang on in there difficult as it may be because God's love never fails.
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Cracked
it maybe
but
certainly
not
broken!
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Today I wanted to look at the concept of
Christ 'the Potter' and how in our lives it
doesn't matter how far we have come, or
missed the mark in life. God can fix
anything and even though there may be
areas in our lives that seem beyond repair,
we can take encouragement that nothing
is beyond the power of the father if we
work with him to help us grow in his
likeness day by day by laying down our
own agenda and allowing the Holy Spirit
to infiltrate every area of our lives.

And yet, O Lord, you are our Father. We
are the clay, and you are the potter. We
all are formed by your hand. Isaiah 64:7-9
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A strong
fortress!

God's love is
rather like a
fortress,
strong,
reliable and
always there
day and
night!
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Those who live in
the shelter of the
Most High
will find rest in the
shadow of the
Almighty.
This I declare
about the Lord:
He alone is my
refuge, my place
of safety;
he is my God,
and I trust him.
Psalm 91
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Holding on
in the
storm!
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Holding on in a storm gets you the key to Gods heart, because the
rougher it gets the greater the reward when you reach the other side!
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Ship of love!

God’s
love is
kinda like
a ship. He
carries
you
through
fine and
rough
weather!
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Jesus says that he will never leave us or forsake us. Sometimes we have
to do as the palmist says.
Psalm 46:10
Be still and know that I am God.
Have you ever been stuck at a traffic light with no way forwards or
back. Life's problems are often like that. We don't often know the
outcome, and when we do it's not always what we want to hear.
When we encounter life's traffic lights all we can really do is to stop
the engine and wait for the traffic lights to turn green or until an
opportunity arises for us to make a u turn. Sometimes to just practice
standing still before the Lord is the best therapy we need. The love of
God is everlasting. It is unbreakable it carries us through storms and
bad weather.
To complete this
section I will conclude from the book of Romans
Romans 8 -38-39
And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s
love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our
fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the powers
of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky above or
in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to
separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
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Dry land and
sky!

Meditation
on
the wonders of
the Lord melts
every tear that
your heart can
hold.
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The father, Son and the Holy Spirit formed the heavens
and the earth according to Genesis 1. If we believe this,
daily meditating on small passages that speak directly into
our situations and circumstances will not only lift our
spirits. It will also help us to have greater fellowship with
Jesus bringing balance and restoration.
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The wonder
of the sky
at night!
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You hear many voices in a storm, some consolatory,
some condemning, some of them hopeful and wise, and
some that will lead you astray.
But if you quieten your mind, and still your heart, even
for a moment, you will find that God's voice through his
word is the purest and the only voice that can deliver
you from your troubles.

FINDING GOD IN A STORM

Reflection
on the
glory of
God.
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The Israelites at the
foot of the mountain
saw an awesome
sight. The awesome
glory of the Lord on
the mountainside
looked like devouring
fire. Exodus 24:17
Reflection on the
glory of God washes
away worry, despair
and anxiety.
Reflection on God in
times of stress
propels you instantly
into the living
presence of God.

FINDING GOD IN A STORM

Serendipity

God always
brings the boat in
safely through
unexpected
circumstances.
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Clear skies
ahead!

Don’t give up…. because there are clear
skies ahead, without clouds.
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Clear skies in the ahead
When I illustrated this picture, I was in
Cornwall at the time, looking at the various
boats anchored in a bay. Beyond the bay
you could see various boats further out to
sea. I don't know whether they were racing
or just cruising. All I recall at the time was
that there was an awful lot of them
congregated in one area. As I watched
them it occurred to me that even though the
skies were grey, the further out they sailed
the more likely they were to sail into finer
weather with blue skies on the horizon. In
the same way as we encounter life there
are unfortunately always periods of grey in
our lives, but they are always counteracted
with periods of blue. If you feel that you are
currently encountering a grey period,
remember that seasons change and just
like the boats starting their journey with
grey skies the stormy weather in our lives
will eventually subside.
Weeping may go on all night, but joy comes in
the morning. Psalm 30-5
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Baptism
in the
spirit
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Becoming baptised in the Holy Spirit releases our
Baptism of Fire
souls to walk with greater clarity with Christ. It
changes our spiritual understanding and gives us
wisdom and strength to withstand things that in our
own strength would be impossible. Baptism in the
Holy Spirit releases the fruits of the spirit which are
the following:
But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self control.
Against such things there is no law.
Galatians 5 22-23
Mastering the fruit of the spirit takes a life time of
practice and often if we are honest if your already
feeling down you may find that some or all of the
above are missing from your lives. In these
moments it is essential to renew our bond by asking
someone to pray with us for the gift of the Holy
Spirit. It's important to ask God to fill us with the Holy
Spirit on a daily basis and to remember that our
strength and survival does not lie within ourselves
but through the love and strength of God.
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Life itself
was in
him and
this light
was the
light of all
mankind!
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was
with God in the beginning. Through him all things
were made; without him nothing was made that
has been made. In him was life, and that life was
the light of all mankind. The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome.
NIV John verse 1-5
The point being of this small selection of John is
that even when we find ourselves in situations
which we feel are beyond our control. We must
remember that through Jesus all things were
made. Without him contrary to the science v
creation debate none of us would be here. The
very fabric of the universe and the molecules
that knit it together would be unmade. Jesus
over came the world so that we may have
eternal life. If we can get our heads around this
and in the 21st century it's quite a stretch, then
we must also believe that Jesus is the great light
that will never go out. If we believe that Jesus
survived the cross at Calvery. Then we must
believe that he can shine his light into all of our
circumstances both great and small.
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Remember that when we pray, God does not always remove
whatever it is that we are experiencing. There may be times
when your faith is tested and your illness and pain may be
prolonged. Your peace has not necessarily returned, and
everything appears to be an ongoing disaster. To those of you
who are experiencing this I would encourage you and direct
you to read psalm 27-13-14

Yet I am confident I will see the Lord’s goodness while I
am here in the land of the living.
Wait patiently for the Lord. Be brave and courageous.
Yes, wait patiently for the Lord.

FINDING GOD IN A STORM

Final words

Message to the Reader

May the Lord God, honour and protect you and
restore your peace
In Jesus name
Amen
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Further reading

I hope that you have enjoyed
reading this book please
remember to review the book by
clicking on the book title:

Other titles written by the
author

